
9TH GRADE ENGLISH COLLEGE PREP DISTRICT SYLLABUS

CONTACT INFORMATION

These courses support the development of literacy skills and build upon a student’s fundamental knowledge of literature
through the study of genres: the short story, the novel, poetry, and drama. Instructional activities, assignments, and
assessments are designed to develop critical thinking skills that empower students to engage in the analysis and
evaluation of various fiction and nonfiction texts, both in print and multimedia. Students are expected to grow in their
abilities to draw inferences, conduct research, produce formal written compositions, and apply knowledge of language.

*Requirements include summer reading, a research paper, and independent reading throughout the year.

Resources

Long form: The Five People You Meet in Heaven (Albom), Speak (Anderson), Night (Weisel)

Select short stories including but not limited to:
● “The Most Dangerous Game” → R. Connell
● “The Lady, Or The Tiger?” → F. Stockton
● “Lamb to the Slaughter” → R. Dahl
● “The Necklace” → G. DeMaupassant
● “The Gift of the Magi” → O. Henry
● “The Cask of Amontillado” → E. Poe

Routine websites used: CommonLit, EdPuzzle, Kahoot!, Quizziz, Blooket

Grading Categories & Weights

Categories Types of Assignments

Major Assessments: 40% Essays, Projects, Performance Assessments, Presentations

Minor Assessments: 35% Open-ended responses, Quizzes,
Collaborative & Independent Analysis of Class Readings

Participation/Preparation/

Practice: 25%

Classwork, Homework, Annotations of & Responses to Readings, Class
Participation

Support

[Teacher’s name] is available during Common Time for extra help on[ Available letter] days and after school by appointment.

The [Name of After School Help] is hosted in the LMC on Tuesdays-Thursdays from 2-4; the Literacy Lab is available during
[Mascot] Time every day or by appointment with [Reading Specialist].

Requirements and Expectations

1. Our classroom is built for artistic work so all students must respect one another and the space.
Students will support, give positive feedback, and have polite behavior when interacting with
one another and the instructor. Support other actors, no insults!
2. Students will remain focused and participate during classroom tasks- practicing serving as both a contributing actor
and an audience member.
3. Students should arrive to class prepared with materials necessary for the unit lesson of study. Google Classroom and/or
Remind 101 will be used to remind students when there
4. Cell phones will not be used during class as it interrupts the flow of artistic processes, unless
instructed to do so.
5. Students must let the teacher know and ask permission before leaving the room.
6. Foul or derogatory language will not be used in the room.

Plagiarism



Plagiarism is "the unacknowledged use of another's means of expression and/or work product, whether published or
unpublished, without proper credit through the use of quotation marks, citations and other customary means of identifying
sources." This means copying the words or ideas of another without the proper form of academic documentation. There
are two basic kinds of plagiarism: deliberate plagiarism and accidental plagiarism, equally serious. The most common act
of deliberate plagiarism involves copying another person's work and passing it off as your own. The most common act of
accidental plagiarism involves failing to provide the proper internal documentation for quoted, summarized, and/or
paraphrased ideas from another person, even if the source is listed in aWorks Cited/Reference page.

The Black Horse Pike School District maintains a firm stance regarding plagiarism. Academic repercussions will be
determined in coordination with the classroom teacher, Supervisor, and/or Vice Principal. While the district realizes that
Artificial Intelligence (such as ChatGTP) can be used as a tool for brainstorming and exploring personal topics of interest, it
is important to use such tools responsibly and ethically. Regarding issues of academic dishonesty, students are not
permitted to submit AI-generated work as their own. Additionally, using AI to evade plagiarism detection is unethical and a
violation of academic integrity and the BHP Honor code. As AI is an emerging technology, the district will continue to
evaluate its use in the classroom.

Course Content Focus by Marking Period

MP1

Major Assessment:Writing Portfolio: Crafting Effective Paragraphs
TheWriting Portfolio focuses on four different paragraph writing skills: Topic/Closing Sentences, Incorporating Evidence,
Using TransitionWords/Phrases inWriting, and Sentence Variety. Each paragraph will focus on one literary skill (i.e.
characterization, setting, theme, and symbolism) and one writing skill.

Major Assessment:Novel Unit Performance Assessment Project
Students will demonstrate their understanding of a universal theme present in the class novel. Within this theme, students
will then create a presentation that tracks the connection between the theme and three characters from the novel. Students
will then connect the theme to their own lives and connect it to an outside source.

MP2

Major Assessment: Character + Conflict Analysis Essay
Students will compose a formal essay following a character throughout a story and examining which characteristics/traits
contribute to their development in the text. For example: What trait(s) does the character possess at the beginning of the
story that initiates conflict? How does this trait progress throughout the novel/intensify the conflict? How is the conflict
resolved at the end?
*Students will also complete a brief reflection piece after this Writer’s Workshop

Major Assessment: Character Scrapbook Project
Students will choose one character from any of the short stories read in class. Students will identify an important object
that reflects some aspect of the character’s personality/values/culture. For example: How does it connect to the
character?What does it show/mean throughout the story?What important role does it play in the story? Students will
compose a 1st person narrative in the voice of the character about the object’s value/importance/significance; and an
additional paragraph in 3rdperson that explains how the object acts like a symbol using textual evidence using proper
MLA guidelines.

MP3

Major Assessment Options:

Rhetorical Invention Mini Project
Students will create a new invention and present the idea to the class through both a speech and visual aid. Both will
demonstrate an understanding of rhetorical appeals such as ethos, pathos, and logos; and devices such as repetition,
restatement, rhetorical statements, and exclamation.

Modern Speech Analysis: Students are given a speech to annotate for rhetorical appeals and devices, evaluating which
tools the speaker was able to use most strongly to convey a point. Then, using Canva or other graphic design software,
students will create a digital product that argues which devices were usedmost successfully by the original speaker.

Annotated Bibliography: Students will be required to list all potential sources for the research essay and evaluate each
source for reliability and bias.

Major Assessment: Argument Research Essay



Students will choose a controversial topic from a pre-approved list. Students will take a position on the topic and argue
two reasons to support their stance and claims. Students will determine the counterargument of their topic and provide
textual evidence from database sources to support their opponent’s claims and be able to refute the opponent’s position.
Students will be required to locate and use 3-4 different sources from required databases throughout their research
essay.
*Students will also complete a brief reflection piece after this Writer’s Workshop
**Research Paper Requirements

MP4

Major Assessment:Narrative: Students will be expected to create a narrative in which they demonstrate an understanding
of literary elements including dialogue, character descriptions, imagery, and plot development.

Major Assessment:Mini Multi-Genre Project
Students will identify an essential question present within Romeo and Juliet and explore its occurrences in the text. They
will then find interpretation of this essential question presented through other genres/mediums such as poetry, music, film,
art, and other texts.

Timeline of Activities

MP 1-Novel Study MP2- Short Story MP3- Rhetoric and

Research

MP4- Narrative and Drama

Weeks 1 & 2

Ice breakers/ class building
/ summer reading and
pre-assessment

Weeks 1 & 2

Mini-research
process for
background
Knowledge
First short story

Weeks 1 & 2

Review Elements of
Informational text
(headings, subheadings,
types of supporting
details, main idea,
author’s purpose)
Annotation skills

Weeks 1

Theatre History Mini
Lessons and Mini-Research
on Shakespeare

Week 3-5

Reading-Work through
class novel
Literary Devices (simile,
hyperbole, alliteration,
metaphor, personification,
onomatopoeia, oxymoron)
Point of View
Conflict (internal and
external)
Writing- Paragraph
Portfolio (Paragraphs 1-3)

Week 3-5

Work throughminimum of
twomore short stories
Irony (situational,
dramatic, verbal)
Plot Diagram
Characterization
Begin Literary
Analysis

Week 3-5

Rhetoric (ethos, pathos,
logos, diction, anaphora)
Speech Analysis
Rhetoric/Speech Project
Public Speaking

Weeks 2-5

Romeo and Juliet
Comedic Relief
Foil Characters
Review Irony
Multi-Genre Project
Storytelling Techniques

Weeks 6-10

Reflect on novel
Final Paragraph of Portfolio
Symbolism
Theme
Theme Analysis Project
Grammar (capitalization,

Weeks 6-10

Work through two
additional short
storiesReflect on novel
Complete Literary
Analysis
Symbolism Project

Weeks 6-10

Research Unit
Examine Pro/Con Sources
MLA Citations
Bias and
Credibility
Plagiarism

Weeks 6-10

Poetry
Poetic Forms
NarrativeWriting
Dialogue
Imagery
DetailedWriting

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17pC0J01DkfOliUG7emx3m9R5NH0wGSeETbhP9yLxVi8/edit?usp=sharing


commas, compound
-complex sentences)

Reflection Writing Process
**Research Paper

Requirements

Standards:
RL.CI.9–10.2.;
RL.IT.9–10.3.;
W.AW.9–10.1;
SL.UM.9–10.5.;
L.VL.9-10.3.;
L.VL.9-10.4.A

Standards
RL.CR.9–10.1.;

RL.IT.9–10.3.; RL.PP.
9–10.5.; W.AW.9–10.1.;

SL.UM.9–10.5.;
L.SS.9–10.1;
L.VL.9-10.3;
L.VL.9-10.4.A

Standards
RI.CR.9–10.1;
RI.CR.9–10.2;
RI.CR.9–10.6;
W.AW.9–10.1;
W.AW.9–10.5;
W.AW.9–10.6;
SL.PI.9–10.1;
SL.PI.9–10.4;
L.SS.9–10.2

Standards
RL.CR.9–10.1;
RL.CR.9–10.2;
RL.CR.9–10.3;
W.NW.9–10.3;
W.RW.9–10.7;
SL.II.9–10.2;
L.SS.9–10.2

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17pC0J01DkfOliUG7emx3m9R5NH0wGSeETbhP9yLxVi8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17pC0J01DkfOliUG7emx3m9R5NH0wGSeETbhP9yLxVi8/edit?usp=sharing

